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Fall of 2016 was busy as Pencader sponsored two events. In November numerous
dedicated volunteers displayed their private collections of military equipment and
vehicles in a living history camp complete with sleeping in tents and eating from a
military-style field kitchen. This is always a popular event with our visitors who
have the opportunity for a close-up look at seldom seen artifacts which are becoming
increasingly rare. We are very grateful to all those who so generously donate their
time and share their passion for history.

December saw our annual Wreaths Across America program. This event
coordinates with wreath-laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well
as over 1,100 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea, and abroad. Since the

grave locations for those lost in the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge are unknown, we
display wreaths at the museum and keep them lighted at night for several weeks.
Icy conditions were forecasted for the day of the event. Our staff moved displays
and furniture to accommodate participants indoors and out of the freezing cold.
Over 75 people turned out and while
they had to stand in close quarters
everyone was warm and dry. No one
seemed to mind since it was for such
a worthy cause.

Wreaths Across America
(above left) Judy Campbell,
representing Delaware’s
Gold Star Families, was our
keynote speaker.
(upper right) A few of our
many participants who
braved the cold weather to
attend the ceremony.
(right) Our wreaths were
presented by veterans and
other invited quests.

Thanks to a one-time generous gift from New Castle County we are able to go
forward with plans for things we couldn’t otherwise afford. For example, buy
mannequins for displaying military uniforms; professional conservation of fragile

historic documents; an interpretive display depicting the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge
and eventual replacement of frames for our educational signs in Glasgow Regional
and Iron Hill Parks, among other things.

New Castle County Councilman, David Tackett, presenting Pencader with a grant
during the Wreaths Across America Program on December 17, 2016.
Councilman
Adding
new artifacts, LED lighting and re-designing displays is constantly
underway at the museum. We have recently changed our Swedes and Finns
display along with our vintage housewares and toys. Please come see what our
curator and historian have reorganized.

Before

After

The Mason-Dixon educational signs have been installed in Glasgow Regional
Park at the east entrance and at our flag plaza on Dayett Mill Road. These signs
answer questions and clear up some misconceptions about the Mason-Dixon line.
Planning and research are underway for our next new educational sign, the New
Castle-Frenchtown Railroad which will be ready for installation in the spring.

Pencader is fortunate to have been settled by many different cultures including
Swedes. The following is a brief overview of the Swedish colony:
 1638 - The Kalmar Nyckel and Fogel Grip landed at “The Rocks” (now
Wilmington) on the Christina River and established New Sweden.
 1640 - The first settlers arrived from Sweden.
 1643 – The colony expanded to include both sides of the Delaware River
from Cape May to Trenton and Cape Henlopen.
 1655 – The Dutch seized the colony, but permitted the colonists to continue
as the Swedish Nation.
 1664 – The colony was taken over by the English. The Swedish Nation
continued until William Penn obtained his charter in 1681 for Pennsylvania
including what was then known as the three lower counties, but we know as
Delaware.

Landing of the Swedes
by
Stanley M. Arthurs

For more information on the Swedes and their contribution to America visit:
www.colonialnewsweden.org. This information was supplied to the Pencader Press
by The New Sweden Center.
Pencader board member, Jim Lee, is descended from Peter Gunnison who arrived in
1640 with the first Swedish settlers.

Keith Jackson has been an enthusiastic volunteer for over a year and was
welcomed as a full-fledged board member in December. Keith also represented
Pencader at the Glasgow Farmer’s Market this past season with displays and
artifacts. His efforts resulted in getting Pencader’s name out to a wide audience and
bringing new visitors to the museum.
Results of our annual election in December: Barbara White as president, John
Slack as secretary, and Lowell Jacobs as treasurer. Keith Jackson was voted in as
vice-president.

Bill Conley has served as president or
vice-president for a number of years
and declined to run again, but will
continue to organize our events.

Pencader owes Bill a large vote of
thanks for all the effort he expends to
make our events outstanding.

Bill Conley, our master of ceremonies
extraordinaire!

Bill Love has been a very helpful volunteer at the museum since October. We
are delighted that he has taken on some projects no one else has the expertise to do
including writing a grant application to the State of Delaware in the new online
format.
Harrington Senior Center brought a group to visit at a special opening in
December. We are always willing to hold a special opening for any group.

Please contact the website @ www.pencaderheritage.org to schedule your group.
Although the regular openings and events are free, we do ask for a donation for
special openings. We are always open on the first and third Saturdays of the month
from 10a.m. to 4 p.m.
Pencader welcomed over 270 visitors to the museum in the fourth quarter, plus
the many more we saw reading our signs in the various locations.

Please follow Pencader Heritage Museum on Facebook. We update our posts
often and appreciate your “likes and shares” to help spread the word about Pencader.
https://www.facebook.com/PencaderHeritageMuseum/

Dates to Remember
May 20 & 21, 2017 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Annual encampment by the members of
The 61st New York Volunteer Infantry who will recreate an authentic Civil War
camp. They will be joined by reenactors representing several other American wars.
September 9, 2017 – Begins at 10 a.m. Pencader’s annual Memorial Service. This
year will be the 240th anniversary of the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge. Members of
organized, authentic Revolutionary War Units who would like to participate in this
historic event please contact us through the website.
December 16, 2017 – Begins at 10 a.m. Annual Wreaths Across America program.
Time has arrived to renew your memberships. Attached is a form to mail or drop
off at the museum. There are three levels of membership: Life-$100, individual $10
or family at $25. We depend on memberships and donations as we have no other
regular income.

PENCADER MEMBERSHIP 2017

New___
Renewal___
$10.00 per person____
$25.00 family______
$100.00 Lifetime membership______
Name:_______________________________________
address:______________________________________
email:_______________________________________

Contact our website with any questions@ http://www.pencaderheritage.org

Mailing Address:

Pencader Heritage Area Association
273 S. Dillwyn Rd.
Newark, DE 19711-5549
302-737-5792

